
May 14- Written Service 

Praise Team- Lindsay Hunter, Ella Ter Wee, Hope Zuercher, Brian Maag 

Special Music: Lindsay Hunter 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader:  When the Lord calls us, we sometimes get puffed up with importance. 

All:  Humility needs to be our attitude; humility and gratitude. 

Leader:  Help us, O Lord, be grateful for the many ways in which you love us. 

All:  Help us return that love by the way in which we care for others. 

Leader:  Be with us, O Lord, this day. 

All:  Open our hearts to hear your words of hope and encouragement. 

 

Song:  Awesome is the Lord Most High 

Great are You, Lord, mighty in strength; 

You are faithful and You will ever be. 

We will praise You all of our days; 

It’s for Your glory, we offer everything. 

 

Raise your hands, all you nations;  

Shout to God, all creation, 

“How awesome is the Lord most high!” 

We will praise You together,  

For now and forever, 

“How awesome is the Lord most high!” 

 

Where You send us, God, we will go; 

You’re the answer we want the world to know. 

We will trust You when You call our name; 

Where You lead us, we’ll follow all the way. 

 

Raise your hands, all you nations; 

Shout to God, all creation, 

“How awesome is the Lord most high!” 

We will praise You together, 

For now and forever, 

“How awesome is the Lord most high!” 

 

Prayer 

 

Song:  Forever 



Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; 

His love endures forever. 

For He is good, He is above all things; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 

His love endures forever. 

For the life that’s been reborn; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise,  

Sing praise, sing praise. 

 

Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong; 

Forever God is with us, forever. 

Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 

Forever God is with us, forever forever. 

 

From the rising to the setting sun  

His love endures forever.   

And by the grace of God we will carry on; 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praise. 

Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong, 

Forever God is with us, forever. 

Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, 

Forever God is with us, forever, forever. 

 

Announcements 

 

Special Music- Come As You Are sung by Lindsay Hunter 

 

Congregational Prayer 

 

Song:  #617- Near to the Heart of God  

There is a place of quiet rest,  

Near to the heart of God; 

A place where sin cannot molest,  

Near to the heart of God. 

 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,  

Sent from the heart of God, 

Hold us, who wait before Thee, 

Near to the heart of God. 



 

There is a place of comfort sweet, 

Near to the heart of God; 

A place where we our Savior meet, 

Near to the heart of God. 

 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 

Sent from the heart of God, 

Hold us, who wait before Thee, 

Near to the heart of God. 

 

There is a place of full release, 

Near to the heart of God; 

A place where all is joy and peace, 

Near to the heart of God. 

 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 

Sent from the heart of God, 

Hold us, who wait before Thee, 

Near to the heart of God. 

 

Offering 

Offering Song- Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord 

Offering Prayer 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Scripture:  James 1:13-15; 4:4-10 

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.”  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does 

he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and 

enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth 

to death. 

 

You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God?  

Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.  Or do you think 

Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us?  But he 

gives us more grace.  That is why the Scripture say:  “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the 

humble.”  Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to 

God and he will come near to you.  Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-

minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail.  Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 

 

Message 

• Intro- 



• James 1:13-15, 4:4-10  

• Audience 

o James writing to Christians, those he usually calls brothers and sisters 

o Here he used terms like adulterers, sinners, and double-minded people 

o Even Christians struggle with temptation and are led to sin and death 

• Temptation 

o Different from trials which are from God or used by God for our good 

o Temptation begins internally 

o Used by the devil (language of fishing-bait, catching, enticed-dragged away) 

o Leads to sin, which leads to death 

o Calvin-there is in us the root of our own destruction 

• (Friendship with the world) 

o Friendship in the ancient world was to see things the same way, to have lives intimately 

joined together 

o This is behind the call to avoid friendship with the world rather than being a friend of 

God (like Abraham) 

o Called to love (give ourselves up for) the world, to work for its good 

o But not to become like it, rather to help it become like Christ 

• God 

o We desire sin, but God desires us 

o Where we are adulterous and wander from God, He gives us grace to return, 

o Rather than being dragged away by temptation, draw near to God 

o What does drawing near to God look like? 

▪ Humility- it is our humility that admits our need for God’s grace and enables us 

to receive God’s grace 

▪ When we sin, it feels like laughter and joy (but it’s really death), mourn and 

grieve these things and God will lift us up, give us grace, and restore us 

• To repent is to turn again, let us humbly acknowledge where we’ve been walking away from 

God and return to Him, let us draw near to God and live in His promise that He will also draw 

near to us 

 

Song:  #552- I Am Thine, O Lord (vs. 1,2,4) 

I am Thine, O Lord; I have heard Thy voice, 

And it told Thy love to me. 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 

And be closer drawn to Thee. 

 

Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To the cross where Thou has died. 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To Thy precious, bleeding side. 



 

Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord, 

By the power of grace divine. 

Let me soul look up with a steadfast hope, 

And my will be lost in Thine. 

 

Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To the cross where Thou hast died. 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To Thy precious, bleeding side. 

 

There are depths of love that I cannot know 

Till I cross the narrow sea; 

There are heights of joy that I may not reach 

Till I rest in peace with Thee. 

 

Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To the cross where Thou hast died. 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 

To Thy precious, bleeding side. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude 


